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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
this application. 
Listing of the Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester, 
whose molecular weight has been highly increased by a chain-lengthening reaction of a ring- 
opening | (co)polymer of at l e ant on e oyolio ooter s e l e ct e d from th e group ■ consisting of 
i 

glycoltde pr a mfrTWS wmtMofag at least 70% by weight of flycQlkte md most 30% fry 
weight ojf another cyclic monomer and laotid e with an oxazoline compound to the extent that 
a rate raiio of increase in molecular weight represented by a ratio (MW2/MW1) of a weight 
average molecular weight (Mw 2 ) of a fe§ ring-opening (copolymer after the chain 
lengthening to a weight average molecular weight (Mw,) of the ring-opening (copolymer 
before the chain lengthening amounts to at least 4t4G 1.35, 

Wherein the ring-opening (copolymer before the chain lengthening has a weight 



average inolecular weight of at least 30.000 and is subjected to the chain^len gthenine reaction 



to produce the high-molecular weight ring-opening ( copolymer, and 



a difference (T^ - between a 1%-weight loss-starting temperature on heating 



of the yiiig-Qp^ttg fc<p)pQlymgr; $fter_ th^hW -l^gth^^g ffl4 ft 1%-weight loss-starting 
temperatiire J, on heating of the ring-opening (copolymer before the chain lengthening is at 

fcast 5°d 

1 

i 
1 

Claims 2-3. (Canceled). 



I 
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<fclaim 4 (Currently Amended): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester 
according to claim 1, wherein the weight average molecular weight (Mw) of the ring-opening 
(co)polyijner[[,]] whose molecular weight has been increased by the chain-lengthening 
reaction[[,]] is at least 120,000, 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended); The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester 
according to claim 1, wherein the ring-opening (copolymer having a weight average 
molecular weight of 30,009 to llO^QQ at moot 110,000 before the chain lengthening is 
I to the chain-lengthening reaction into a high-molecular weight ring-opening 



subjected 



(co)polynter having a weight average molecular weight of at least 150,000. 



Claim 6 (Canceled). 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester 
according to claim $ L wherein the 1%-weight loss-starting temperature T 2 on heating of the 
ring-openipg (copolymer after the chain lengthening is at least 233°C. 



Claim 



according 
ratio of a 
molecular 
number 



wei 



8 (Currently Amended): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester 
to claim 1, wherein a molecular weight distribution (Mw/Mn) represented by a 
ight average molecular weight (Mw) of the ring-opening (co)polymer[[,]] whose 
weight has been highly increased by the chain-lengthening reaction[[,]] to a 
average molecular weight (Mn) thereof is at least 1.90. 



3 
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Claim 



9 (Original): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester according to 
claim 1, [wherein the oxazoline compound is an oxazoline compound having at least two 
oxazoline) ring structures in its molecule, 



Claim 



claim 9, 
molecule 

C 

aliphatic 



10 (Original); The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester according to 
Wherein the oxazoline compound having at least two oxazoline ring structures in its 
2,2'-m-phenylene>bis(2-oxazoline). 



is 



oyolio ost< 



70% bv Weig ht 



aim 11 (Currently Amended): A process for producing a high-molecular weight 
ijolyester, which comprises subjecting a ring-opening (co)polymer of Qfr least one 
t |r oolootod from th o group oonoisting o f glycolide or a mixture containing at jgasl 
of glvcolide and at most 30 % bv weight of another cy clic 

monomer 



laotido to 
molecular 
representee 
opening (< 
of the 



CO 



the 



chain-lengthening reaction with an oxazoline compound to highly increase the 
weight thereof to the extent that a fate ratio- of increase in molecular weight 
by a ratio (Mw 2 /M Wl ) of a weight average molecular weight (Mw 2 ) of a the ring- 
polymer after the chain lengthening to a weight average molecular weight (MwO 
ing (copolymer before the chain lengthening amounts to at least IrW 1.35. 



ring-opening 



whWeiq the ring-openjnrc fco)polvmer before the chain leng th ening has a weig ht 



average molecule weight of at least 30.000 and is sujg gjrte d to the chain-le ngthening marrinn 



to produce he high-molecular weig h t ring-op en ing fco^nnly nK*!-, 



nnR-openjng (copolymer and the o xazoline comnound are subjected to the 



pbain-leqRtAening reaction under conditions wherein the r a tion tempore is not lower 
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than the i nelting temperature of the ring-opening (co>polymer. but not higher than 300°C. and 



the reaction time is 10 to 30 minutes, and 



of the rirjg-opening (copolymer after the chain lengthening and a 1%-weight loss-starting 



temperature T } on heating of the ring-opening (co>polvmer before the chain lengthenin g is at 



least S°C 



Claims 12-15. 



oxazoline 
in its molecule, 



Claim 16 (Original): The production process according to claim 11, wherein the 
compound is an oxazoline compound having at least two oxazoline ring structures 



wherein ti e 



toU O. Q QC 



reaction 
molecular 



difference CT 7 - XJ between a 1%-weight loss-starting temperature T? on heating 



as a result Of foe chain-lengthenjng reaction, 



(Canceled). 



C airn 17 (Original): The production process according to claim 11, wherein the 
chain-lengthening reaction is conducted in the presence of the oxazoline compound in a 

proportion! within a rang 6 of 0.005 to 10 parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the ring- 

» 

opening (qo)polymen 



aim 18 (Currently Amended): The production process according to claim 11, 
ring-opening (copolymer having a weight average molecular weight of 30.000 
at moat 110,000 before the chain lengthening is subjected to the chain-lengthening 



it to 



a high-molecular weight ring-opening (copolymer having a weight average 
weight of at least 1 50,000. 



Clkim 19 (Canceled). 
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Claim 20 (Currently Amended): The production process according to claim 11, 
wherein i molecular weight distribution (Mw/Mn) represented by a ratio of a weight average 
molecular weight (Mw) of the ring-opening (co)polymer[[,]] whose molecular weight has 
been higily increased by the chain-lengthening reaction^,]] to a number average molecular 
weight (Mn) thereof is at least 1 .90. 

Claim 21 (New): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester according to 
claim 8, wherein the molecular weight distribution (Mw/Mn) is at least 2.10. 

C aim 22 (New): The high-molecular weight aliphatic polyester according to 
claim 1, \ therein the difference (T2 - T|) is at least 15°C. 

Claim 23 (New): The production process according to claim 11, wherein the 
ring-opeiing (copolymer and the oxazoline compound are subjected to the chain-lengthening 
reaction under conditions wherein the reaction temperature is not lower than the melting 
temperature of the ring-opening (copolymer, but not higher than 280°C, and the reaction 
time is 10 to 30 minutes, 

Claim 24 (New): The production process according to claim 1 1, wherein the 1%- 
weight loss-Starting temperature T 2 on heating of the ring-opening (copolymer after the 
chain lengthening is at least 233 °C as a result of the chain-lengthening reaction. 



C 

difference 



aim 25 (New): The production process according to claim 11, wherein the 
(T2 - Ti) is at least 1 S°C as a result of the chain-lengthening reaction. 
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Claim 26 (New); Th© production process according to claim 11, wherein the 
cliam-le^gthening reaction is conducted in the presence of the oxazoline compound in a 
proportion within a range of 0.1 to 5 parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the ring- 
opening (copolymer. 

Claim 27 (New): The production process according to claim 20, wherein the 
molecula|r weight distribution (Mw/Mn) is at least 2.10, 



4laim28(New): The production process according to claim 16, wherein the 
compound having at least two oxazoline ring structures in its molecule is 2,2'-m- 
phenyleni-bis(2-oxazoIine). 



oxazoline 
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